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was improper. Then undigested matter will seek an outlet
from the body or, failing to find one, will turn into poison. The
doctor's task is to help the Archeus digest the food, and the
poison to find a way out of the body, or to assist the flesh in ex-
pelling the poisonous substance. All "specific" medicines help
in one of these ways. This is how Paracelsus cured the Mar-
grave of Baden. He purged him. Instead of fighting "contrary
with contrary," diarrhea with constipating agents, he prescribed
in terms of metabolism. The prescription to purge, in such
cases, remained in use for several centuries.

Paracelsus allowed his patients all food, on the theory that a
diseased body must not be starved and weakened. On the con-
trary, the Archeus must be stimulated to work harder so that
his life power can overcome the poison in the body. Oporinus,
already quoted before, gives a picturesque account of how Para-
celsus used his arcana in practical therapy:

"In curing ulcers he almost did miracles in cases which had
been given up by others. He never forbade the patients food
or drink. On the contrary, he drank with them all night and,
as he said, cured them with their stomachs full He used
precipitate powder with theriacum or mithridatum or cherry
juice, made into pills to purge.

"He had pills which he called laudanum and which had
the form of mice excrements, but he used them only in cases
of extreme emergency. He boasted that with these pills he
could wake up the dead, and indeed he proved that patients
who seemed to be dead suddenly arose."8

THE   BODY   MIGHTILY   CONSTITUTED
In his lectures, Paracelsus later enlarged on the concept of
Archeus, the primeval power which assures life to every indi-